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Setup Mode

Changing settings

1 	 Press and hold the SOURCE button for more than 
2 seconds to enter the setup mode.

Hold down
more than 2 sec.

The setup indicator ( ) and setup item appear on the 
display.

<	You can also use the SETUP button on the remote control 
unit. (This button does not need to be pushed for more than 
2 seconds. It will start setup mode immediately.)

2 	 Press the SOURCE button repeatedly to select an item.

Each time the SOURCE button is pressed, the item changes as 
follows:

BAL >

TREBLE >

BASS >

DF >

L-2 >

DIMMER >

Return to the previous display
(Exit setup mode)

Speaker balance

Level of high frequency sound range

Level of low frequency sound range

Digital �lter

LINE2/PHONO terminal

<	You can also use the SETUP button on the remote control unit.

<	If no button is pressed for more than 10 seconds, the setup 
mode will be canceled and return to the previous display.

3 	 Press the VOL (+/−) buttons to change the setting.

<	You can also use the INPUT (   /   ) buttons on the remote 
control unit.

See “Available setup items and settings” on the next page for 
Individual setting.

Repeat steps 2  and 3  as required.

4 	 Press the SOURCE button repeatedly to exit the setup 
mode.

<	If one of the following buttons is pressed, the setup mode will 
be canceled:

Eject button (L/H)
STOP button (H) on the remote control unit
CLEAR button on the remote control unit

<	Memorized settings are stored even after the power cord has 
been disconnected.
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Available setup items and settings

H	BAL > (Speaker balance)
Use this to adjust the left/right speaker output balance.
The higher the R value, the more the sound will be balanced to 
the right speaker. The higher the L value, the more the sound will 
be balanced to the left speaker.

R3.0 (dB)

0.0

L3.0 (dB)

(0.5dB steps)

(0.5dB steps)

(Center)

H	TREBLE >
Adjusts the level of high frequency sound range.
The higher the number, the more the high frequencies are 
emphasized.

+10

0

−10

(Flat)

H	BASS >
Adjusts the level of low frequency sound range.
The higher the number, the more the low frequencies are 
emphasized.

+10

0

−10

(Flat)

H	DF > (Digital filter)
Changes the digital filter of D/A converter.

FIR
A 32-bit FIR digital filter (Finite impulse response) oversamples the 
input signal to 8 times the frequency of the original signal. This 
provides a fuller, richer and deeper sound.

S_DLY (Apodizing filter type)
A 32-bit short delay filter oversamples the input signal to 8 times 
the frequency of the original signal. This provides an impulse 
response without pre-echo, natural attack and reverberation. This 
setting provides tonal quality that is closer to the original and 
without enhancement.

H	L-2 > (LINE2/PHONO terminal)
Changes the phono equalizer setting of LINE2.

LINE
The phono equalizer is not used. Use this setting for ordinary line 
level equipment.

PHONO
The phono equalizer is used. Use this setting when connecting a 
record player with MM (Moving Magnet) type cartridge.

<	 When using an MC (Moving Coil) type cartridge, an external step-
up transformer or similar equipment is necessary.

<	 When connecting an external phono amplifier such as an 
ESOTERIC E-03, set the unit to “LINE.”

H	DIMMER >
Changes the brightness of the display and indicator lamps.
The DIMMER button on the remote control has the same function 
(page 15).

3 full brightness 

2

1

0 off

<	 In off mode, when you press a button, the illuminations turn 
temporarily on for 3 seconds.

<	 In setup mode, the illuminations turn on with full brightness.
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Restoring Factory Settings Protection Circuit

This unit has a built-in protection circuit.
“AMP ERROR!” blinks on the display when the protection circuit is 
activated. In this case, follow the steps below.

1.	Turn the unit to standby mode (off) and unplug the power cord 
from the outlet.

2.	Check the speaker cables.
e	The protection circuit might be activated because there is a 

+/_ short in a speaker cable.

3.	Turn the unit on.

If the error message continues even after the above procedures, put 
the unit in standby (power off) again and disconnect the power cord 
from the socket. Wait about 10 minutes before turning the power 
back on.

e	The protection circuit might be activated because the 
temperature inside the unit has become too hot (always make 
sure that you have ample ventilation around the unit).

If the protection circuit continues to be activated, please contact your 
dealer or an ESOTERIC service center.

Memorized settings are stored even after the power cord has been 
disconnected.

If you have made changes through the setup process, and want to 
restart from a known set of options, restore the unit to the default 
factory settings as follows:

1 	 Turn the unit to standby mode (off).

Wait for more than 30 seconds.

2 	 Press and hold down the STANDBY/ON button while 
holding down the SOURCE button.

Hold down

Release the buttons when “Setup CLR” appears on the display.

All memories are now erased and the unit returns to the factory 
settings.
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Troubleshooting

If you experience any problems with the unit, please take a moment 
to look through this chart and see if you can solve the problem 
yourself before you call your dealer or ESOTERIC customer service/
technical support.
Moreover, the problem might be caused by something other than this 
unit. Confirm that connected devices are also being used properly.

General
No power.
e	Check the connection to the AC power source. Check and 

make sure the AC source is not a switched outlet and if it is, the 
switch is turned on. Make sure there is power to the AC outlet by 
plugging another item such as a lamp or a fan.

Remote control does not work.
e	If the batteries are exhausted, change the batteries.
e	Use the remote control unit within the ef fective range 

(7 m/23 feet) and point it toward the remote sensor on the front 
panel.

e	Make sure that there are no obstacles between the remote 
control unit and the main unit.

e	If a fluorescent light is near the unit, turn it off.

Buttons do not work properly.
e	If another operation is still in process, wait a moment and try 

again. 

Other units with remote controls operate incorrectly.
e	Note that other units with remote controls may operate 

incorrectly because of infrared light “overspill” when you operate 
the remote control of this unit. 

Severe hum or noise is heard.
e	Place the unit as far away from a TV as possible.

There is no sound or only a very low-level sound is heard.
e	Adjust the volume by pressing the VOL (+/−) buttons.
e	Check that the speakers and components are connected 

securely.
e	Check the operation of the connected component.
e	There might be a +/_  short in a speaker cable. Check the 

speaker cables.
e	Select the proper input source using the SOURCE button.

There is no sound from a connected digital device.
e	When connecting the digital output terminal of a DVD player or 

other digital device, set the digital audio output of the connected 
device to PCM. You can also connect the analog outputs of a 
digital device to this unit’s analog inputs (LINE IN).

The display shows “AMP ERROR!”.
e	See “Protection Circuit” on previous page.

CD/Super Audio CD Player
Will not play.
e	Press the SOURCE button repeatedly to select “CD/SACD”.
e	Reload the disc with the label side up. If not, insert the disc 

correctly.
e	If the disc is dirty, clean the surface of the disc. If the disc is 

scratched or has any sticky substance on it's surface, do not play 
the disc until you have corrected the condition of the disc. Under 
all circumstances, do not use after market stick on labels or “disc 
enhancement” devices that sit on top of a disc or wrap around a 
disc.

e	If the unit has become condensed with moisture, leave the unit 
for one or two hours with the power turned on.

e	The multi-channel area of a Super Audio CD cannot be played 
with this unit. This unit is a 2 channel player only.

Noticeable difference in CD and Super Audio CD’s volume.
e	That is because CDs and Super Audio CDs use different recording 

methods. This is normal.

USB connections with personal computers

This unit is not recognized by personal computers.
e	USB connections are possible with personal computers running 

with Microsoft Windows XP or Windows Vista. Other operating 
systems are not guaranteed but may operate. This unit might 
not function properly when used with a computer running a 
different OS. In addition, the connected computer should be 
compatible with USB 1.1 or higher.

Noise occurs.
e	Starting other applications during playback of a music file may 

interrupt playback or cause noise. Do not start other applications 
during playback. 

Music files cannot be played.
e	Connect this unit to the personal computer before launching 

music playback software and starting playback. If the music 
playback software is launched or the input of this unit is switched 
to “USB” before this unit is connected to the personal computer, 
music data may not be played back correctly.

e	Check the points on page 20 - 21.

Sound is too low.
e	Confirm that the volume settings of the music playback software 

and the operating system are not low. Turn up the output volume 
on the PC as needed.

Since this device uses a microcontroller, external noise and 
other interference can cause the unit to malfunction. If this 
occurs, turn the power off and restart operations after waiting 
for about one minute.
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Rear Panel Layout
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Specifications

Amplifier Section
Output power. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       100 W + 100 W (1 kHz, 6 Ω, JEITA)
Minimum rated power output. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            80 W + 80 W

(1 kHz, 0.1 %, 6 Ω, LPF 20 kHz) (JEITA)
Minimum impedance.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                            4 Ω
Frequency response. . . . . . . . . . .           15 Hz - 65 kHz (+1 dB, –3 dB, 6 Ω) (JEITA)
Total harmonic distortion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      0.003 %

(1 kHz, output 45 W, 6 Ω, LPF 20 kHz) (JEITA)
Signal-to-Noise Ratio (S/N). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                     102 dB
Input Sensitivity (input level for rated output at maximum volume)

LINE: 46 mVrms (JEITA)
PHONO (MM): 1.0 mVrms (JEITA)

Audio input
Analog input
Jacks. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                        RCA jacks (2 channels) x 2
Input impedance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   LINE: 100 kΩ (JEITA)

PHONO: 48 kΩ (JEITA)
RIAA deviation PHONO (MM) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 20 Hz to 15 kHz, ±0.5 dB
Digital input
COAXIAL jack. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             RCA jack x 1 (0.5 Vp-p/75 Ω)
OPTICAL jack. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   Optical digital jack x 1

(−24.0 to −14.5 dBm peak)
USB port. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              USB type B x 1 (USB 1.1 or higher)
Input sampling frequency

COAXIAL/OPTICAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              32 kHz to 192 kHz
USB. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                              32 kHz to 96 kHz

CD/Super Audio CD Player
Compatible format. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           Super Audio CD, CD-DA
Compatible disc type. . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Super Audio CD, CD, CD-R, CD-RW
Playback mode. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                            DSD native

D/A Converter
Digital filter. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              32 bit 8-times oversampling

General
Power supply

Europe model. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                     AC 230 V, 50 Hz
U.S.A./Canada model. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              AC 120 V, 60 Hz
Korea model . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      AC 220 V, 60 Hz

Power consumption. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    105 W (standby mode: 0.5 W)
External dimensions (W x H x D)

400 x 77 x 368 mm (15-3/4” x 3” x 14-1/2”)
(including protrusions)

Weight. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                  9 kg (19-7/8 lb)
Operating temperature. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                +5 °C to +35 °C
Operating humidity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    5 % to 85 % (no condensation)
Storage temperature . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 –20 °C to +55 °C 

Accessories
Power cord x 1
Remote control unit (RC-1251) x 1
Batteries (AA, R6 or SUM-3) x 2
Felt pads x 4
Owner’s manual (this document) x 1
Warranty card x 1

External dimensions

368mm

342mm

400mm

77mm

<	 Design and specifications are subject to change without notice.

<	 Weight and dimensions are approximate.

<	 Illustrations may differ slightly from production models.
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This appliance has a serial number located on the rear panel. Please record the 
model number and serial number and retain them for your records.

Model number			   Serial number

ESOTERIC COMPANY 1-47 Ochiai, Tama-shi, Tokyo 206-8530 Japan   Phone: (042) 356-9156   e-mail: eso-os@tec.teac.co.jp

TEAC AMERICA, INC. 7733 Telegraph Road, Montebello, California 90640 U.S.A.   Phone: (323) 726-0303   e-mail: esoteric_info@teac.com

TEAC CANADA LTD. 5939 Wallace Street, Mississauga, Ontario L4Z 1Z8, Canada   Phone: (905) 890-8008 

TEAC MEXICO, S.A. DE C.V. Río Churubusco 364, Colonia Del Carmen, Delegación Coyoacàn, CP 04100, México DF, México   Phone: (5255)5010-6000

TEAC UK LTD. Suites 19 & 20, Building 6, Croxley Green Business Park, Hatters Lane, Watford, Hertfordshire, WD18 8TE, U.K.   Phone: (0845) 130-2511

TEAC EUROPE GMBH Bahnstraße 12, D-65205 Wiesbaden-Erbenheim, Deutschland   Phone: 0611-71580


